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ACTION ARA-02 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PA-01 INR-01 /005 W 

045982 

O R 28 1439Z JUL 76 
FM AMEMBASSY PORT AU PRINCE 
TO USINFO WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 2570 
AMEMBASSY SANTO DOMINGO 

UNCLAS PORT AU PRINCE 1995 

USIAC 

FOR IOP, IPS, IBS, ILA 
EO 1 1652 N/A 

SUBJECT: PRESS CONFERENCE BY SECRETARY GENERAL OF OAS 

THE FREE PRESS IN THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE HAS A FUNDAMENTAL 
TENDENCY TO REPORT NEWS OBJECTIVELY, ACCORDING TO ALEJANDRO 
ORFILA, SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN 
STATES. 

"I BELIEVE IN FREEDOM OF THE PRESS, AND THE MORE FREEDOM 
THE BETTER," DECLARED THE OAS OFFICIAL AT A PRESS CONFERENCE 
IN PORT AU PRINCE THE EVE OF HIS DEPARTURE JULY 28 FOR SANTO 
DOMINGO AFTER A 4-DAY VISIT TO HAITI. HE MADE THESE REMARKS 
IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION ABOUT THE RECENTLY CONCLUDED UNESCO 
COMMUNICATIONS CONFERENCE IN SAN JOSE, COSTA RICA. 

MR. ORFILA NOTED THAT A SAN JOSE RESOLUTION CALLING FOR THE 
CREATION OF AN INTER-GOVERNMENTAL INFORMATION ORGANISM IS 
NOT A NEW ONE. MEMBER STATES OF THE OAS, HE SAID, "HAVE LONG 
HARBORED THE DESIRE TO CREATE AN ENTERPRISE OR AN AGENCY TO 
INFORM THE REST OF THE WORLD ABOUT WHAT THEY WANT THE REST OF 
THE WORLD TO KNOW ABOUT THEM, BUT SUCH INITIATIVES HAVE NOT BEEN 
SUCCESSFUL." 

HE OBSERVED THAT ANY ORGANIZATION OR INDIVIDUAL THAT REPORTS NEWS 
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SERVICES IS TO BE OBJECTIVE. IN GENERAL, SAID THE SECRETARY 
GENERAL, "I AM NOT OPPOSED TO ANY PRESS ORGANIZATION WHICH SEEKS 
TO BETTER INFORM THE PUBLIC." 

IN HIS OPENING REMARKS MR ORFILA UNDERSCORED THE IMPORTANCE OF 
THE PRESS, NOTING THAT IT HAS THE FREEDOM NOT ONLY TO REPORT ON 
OAS DEVELOPMENT BUT ALSO TO OFFER OPINIONS AND EVEN CRITICIZE 
ITS POLICIES AND PROGRAMS. AS IF TO FURTHER EMPHASIZE HIS 
APPRECIATION FOR THE ROLE OF COMMUNICATIONS MEDIA, HE CONDCLUDED 
BY THANKING THE HAITIAN PRESS AND THE INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
AGENCIES IN HAITI FOR THE EXTENSIVE COVERAGE OF HIS CURRENT 
VISIT. DURING HIS STAY IN HAITI HE SPENT MOST OF THE DAY VISITING 
MAJOR NEWSPAPERS, RADIO STATIONS AND THE TELEVISION STATION. 

GOMEZ 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SECRETARY GENERAL, INFORMATION MEDIA, PRESS CONFERENCES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 28 JUL 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976PORTA01995 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760291-1070 
From: PORT AU PRINCE 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 976071 1/aaaaajqo.tel 

Line Count: 75 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: hackerpO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 13 FEB 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <13 FEB 2004 by ThomasVJ>; APPROVED <07 JAN 2005 by hackerp0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRESS CONFERENCE BY SECRETARY GENERAL OF OAS THE FREE PRESS IN THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE HAS A 
FUNDAMENTAL TENDENCY TO REPORT NEWS OBJECTIVELY, ACCORDI NG TO 
TAGS: PORG, SOPN, XM, OAS, (ORFILA, ALEJANDRO) 

To: USIA 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



